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DETAILED ACTION 

Claims 1-6 are pending and included in the prosecution. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC §112 

1 . The following is a quotation of the second paragraph of 35 U.S.C. 112: 

The specification shall conclude with one or more claims particularly pointing out and distinctly 
claiming the subject matter which the applicant regards as his invention. 

2. Claims 1-5 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 1 12, second paragraph, as being 
indefinite for failing to particularly point out and distinctly claim the subject matter which 
applicant regards as the invention. The term "at least partially" in claim 1 is a relative 
term which renders the claim indefinite. The term is not defined by the claim, the 
specification does not provide a standard for ascertaining the requisite degree, and one 
of ordinary skill in the art would not be reasonably apprised of the scope of the 
invention. Recourse to the specification does not define the expression. 

* 

Claim Rejections -35 USC §102 

3. The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 102 that 
form the basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 

A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(b) the invention was patented or described in a printed publication in this or a foreign country or in public 
use or on sale in this country, more than one year prior to the date of application for patent in the United 
States. 
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Present claim 1 is directed to bandage comprising animal repellant incorporated in the 
bandage at the time of manufacture. Present claim 6 is directed to sheet with animal 
repellant coated thereon. 

4. Claims 1, 2 and 6 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(b) as being anticipated by 
WO 96/28113 ('11 3). 

WO '113 disclosed veterinary bandage comprising substrate and an anti-chew 
substance internally incorporated into the material of the bandage, such as the 
substrate, coating or adhesive layer (abstract; page 3, lines 11-34; page 9, lines 1-7; 
claims 1 and 7). The bandage comprises two layers, and the anti-chew substance can 
be added as coating to the exterior layer (abstract), in this case the internal layer reads 
on the bandage and the exterior layer reads on the covering of the bandage, thus 
meeting the limitation of claim 6. 

♦ 

5. Claim 6 is rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(b) as being anticipated by US 4,097,607 
('607). 

US '607 disclosed animal bandage or cast, which reads on sheet, coated with 
animal deterrent (abstract; col.1, lines 15-17, 56-59). 

» 

6. Claim 6 is rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(b) as being anticipated by US 6,070,557 
('557). 

US '557 disclosed cover for protecting animal wounds by covering animal 
bandage and dressing by cover impregnated with flavor distasteful to the animal 
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(abstract; col. 5, lines 26-30, 35-39, 42-45). Impregnation encompasses coating because 
it will leave a layer on the outer surface of the impregnated material. The figures of the 
reference show the cover is elongated sheet that costumed to different shapes 
according to the intended use. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 

7. The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which forms the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set 
forth in section 1 02 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and 
the prior art are such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the 
invention was made to a person having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. 
Patentability shall not be negatived by the manner in which the invention was made. 

8. Claim 3 is rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over WO '113 
in view of US 7,01 1,843 C843). 

The teachings of WO '113 are discussed under U.S.C. 102 rejection as set forth 

' 4 

in this office action. 

Although WO '1 13 teaches bandage comprising more than one layer, however, 
the reference does not teach separating the layers with impermeable layer as claimed 
by claim 3. 

US '843 teaches transdermal patch comprising deterrent that is applied to 
impermeable backing layer to deter any abuser when the patch contact the mucosa of 
the mouth (abstract; col.2, lines 33-35, 41-43; col.4, lines 6-8, 14-15). Therefore, US 



Application/Control Number: 10/708,842 Page 5 

Art Unit: 1615 

'843 teaches the impermeable backing is positioned between the skin-contacting layer 

t 

and the layer containing the deterrent. 

Therefore, it would have been obvious to one having ordinary skill in the art at 
the time of the invention to provide veterinary bandage comprising two layers and 
comprising and an anti-chew substance internally incorporated into the outer layer of 
the bandage as disclosed by WO '113, and further add impermeable layer between the 
two layers as disclosed by US '843. Motivation will flow logically from the teaching of the 
reference and from the transdermal art that impermeable layer will not let medication 
from the patch through the mucosa of the mouth when the patch contacts the mucosa, 
and mean while no deterrent material is transmitted through the skin when the patch is 
applied to the skin, with reasonable expectation of having veterinary bandage 
comprising two layers and an anti-chew substance internally incorporated into the outer 
layer of the bandage and having impermeable layer between the two layers to prevent 
passage of the medication to the outer layer of the bandage away from the animal or 
passage of deterrent material from the outer layer to the skin, providing safe effective 
treatment to the animal. 

* 

9. Claims 4 and 5 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over 
WO '113 in view of US 4,849,226 ('226). 

The teachings of WO '113 are discussed under U.S.C. 102 rejection as set forth 
in this office action. 
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Although release liner are well known in the transdermal art to cover and protect 
bandages during storage and transportation, however, WO '113 does not explicitly 
teach release liner as claimed by claims 4 and 5. 

US '226 teaches animal and human bandage having a release liner to protect the 
bandage (col. 2, lines 50-51; col.4, lines 31-32). 

Therefore, it would have been obvious to one having ordinary skill in the art at 
the time of the invention to provide veterinary bandage comprising an anti-chew 
substance incorporated into the outer layer of the bandage as disclosed by WO '113, 
and further add a release liner to one or both sides of the bandage because US '226 
teaches that release liner protects the bandage, with reasonable expectation of having 
veterinary bandage comprising an anti-chew substance and covered on one or both 
sides by release liner to protect the bandage to successfully provide the desired 
therapeutic effect to the animal. 

* 

Correspondence 

10. Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Isis A. Ghali whose telephone number is (571) 272- 
0595. The examiner can normally be reached on Monday-Thursday, 7:00 to 5:30. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Michael Woodward can be reached on (571) 272-8373. The fax phone 
number for the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571- 
273-8300. 
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Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). If you would like assistance from a 
USPTO Customer Service Representative or access to the automated information 
system, call 800-786-9199 (IN USA OR CANADA) or 571-272-1000. 
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